
Start-Up Exchange
Massachusetts (MA) 
Switzerland (CH)

MAtCH is a start-up exchange program between two 
leading innovation ecosystems: Massachusetts (MA) 
and Switzerland (CH). The Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center (MassCEC) and the Swiss Federal O�ce 
of Energy (SFOE) will jointly operate the program.

tMA CH
Grow your cleantech business in Massachusetts, 
expand to the US market

• Receive three months of complimentary
membership at a cleantech incubator

• Attend selected networking events
• Participate in workshops on how to enter the

Massachusetts and US markets
• Gain direct access to experts and individuals in

the cleantech sector
• Win a grant of up to CHF 5,000



PROGRAM DETAILS
MANDATORY COMPONENTS

• Two check-in meetings with MassCEC (upon arrival and
midterm)

• Final report and debrief with MassCEC
• Milestones agreed upon by the program manager and the

start-up (e.g. contacts established, attendance at selected
networking events, new partnerships etc.)

PROGRAM IN BRIEF

For up to three months Swiss start-ups will receive complimen-
tary co-working space at a cleantech incubator, participate in 
workshops on how to enter the US market, and network with 
investors, academics, strategic partners and fellow start-ups. 
You will also have the opportunity to exchange knowledge 
with world class research institutes and meet large cleantech 
companies to help further your start-up. Advanced start-ups 
should take advantage of this opportunity to work and live in 
Boston’s vibrant cleantech ecosystem. 
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BENEFITS
PROGRAM BENEFITS

• Up to two employees per start-up will receive up to three
months of complimentary incubator membership.  A list of
all Massachusetts participating incubators can be found on
the following page. If you prefer to reside at an alternate
incubator or location, this request will be considered.

• A grant for housing and transportation costs; CHF 1,665 per
start-up per month (up to CHF 5,000).

• Non-�nancial bene�ts provided by MassCEC and SFOE
exceed the grant.

• Training workshops on how to enter the Massachusetts and
US cleantech markets.

• Access to numerous MassCEC and incubator networking
events and member bene�ts.

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Start-ups looking for a structured program and a more immer-
sive experience of the Massachusetts start-up ecosystem are 
encouraged to additionally apply to one of the following accel-
erator programs. 

• MassChallenge Boston: is an accelerator program for
early-stage start-ups from any industry. Start-ups accepted
to the 4 month program have access to key resources,
mentorship, o�ce space and compete for several million
dollars in equity-free cash awards. www.masschallenge.org

• Cleantech Open Northeast: is a global accelerator exclu-
sively for early-stage clean technology start-up companies.
The 6 month program connects start-ups with talent,
resources, and visibility to help accelerate their business.
Teams compete for cash, investment and in-kind services at
the conclusion of the program.
www.northeast.cleantechopen.org

MAtCH does not guarantee acceptance to any of the accelera-
tor programs. You must apply separately to each program. 
MAtCH will, however, guarantee complementary membership 
to an incubator if this is not already provided through the accel-
erator program. Contact the program manager for a promo 
code to waive the application fee.Masschallenge Boston
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http://www.masschallenge.org
http://www.northeast.cleantechopen.org


ABOUT 
MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS CLEANTECH ECOSYSTEM

• Massachusetts is #1 in energy e�ciency in the U.S., #2 in
clean energy technology and #2 in U.S. solar jobs

• Massachusetts has outstanding undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs (MIT, UMass, Northeastern, WPI, Tufts)

• Massachusetts is known to support a thriving start-up
ecosystem (accelerator competitions, incubators, #1 per
capita in U.S. private investment in early stage & growth
equity funding)

• Massachusetts is home to large cleantech companies (GE,
Schneider Electric, Veolia)

105,212
Clean energy Jobs Clean energy Jobs  

11.8
Billion Dollar Clean Energy Industry 

6,7146,714
Clean Energy Establishments Clean Energy Establishments  

#4

#1

U.S. total installed 
solar capacity 

Energy e�ciency, in the U.S. 
six years in a row

MASSACHUSETTS INCUBATORS

Swiss cleantech start-ups have the option to choose from one 
of the following incubators and locations. If you prefer to reside 
at an alternate incubator or location, it will be considered.

• Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at UMass
Dartmouth, a technology-driven incubator located on the
south shore in Fall River, MA

• Chestnut Innovation Center, an incubator focused on
scale-up stage manufacturing located 65 km north of
Boston in Amesbury, MA

• Greentown Labs, a cleantech speci�c incubator located 5.5
km from downtown Boston in Somerville, MA

• North Shore InnoVentures, a biotech and cleantech
incubator  located on the north shore in Beverly, MA

• TechSandBox, a science and technology incubator  located
in central Massachusetts, in Hopkinton, MA

• Worchester Cleantech Incubator, an incubator focused on
green technologies located in central Massachusetts, in
Worchester, MA

Additional details about each incubator can be found in Mass-
CEC’s Incubator Brochure under http://�les.masscec.com/Mass-
CEC-CE-Incubator-Flyer.pdf
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http://files.masscec.com/MassCEC-CE-Incubator-Flyer.pdf
http://files.masscec.com/MassCEC-CE-Incubator-Flyer.pdf


SELECTED FACILITIES 
IN MASSACHUSETTS
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RESEARCH FACILITIES

MIT Lincoln Labs2
1 Fraunhofer CSE

Alden Labs3

PROGRAM MANAGER MA
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1 Greentown Labs
2 North Shore InnoVentures
3 Chestnut Innovation Center
4 iHub, UMass Lowell
5 TechSandBox
6 Worcester Cleantech Incubator
7 Center for Innovation and Entre-

preneurship UMass Dartmouth
8 Association of Cleantech 

Incubators of New England

INCUBATORS

5 Valley Venture Mentors
4 Venture Well

NECEC/ Cleantech Open Northeast2
MassChallenge1

3 TiE ScaleUp

ACCELERATORS
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http://chestnutic.com/
http://nsiv.org/
http://greentownlabs.com/
https://www.uml.edu/Innovation-Hub/
http://techsandbox.org/
http://www.wcti.org/
https://www.umassd.edu/innovate/
https://www.aldenlab.com/
http://www.ll.mit.edu/
http://www.cse.fraunhofer.org/
http://www.masscec.com/
http://actionnewengland.org/
http://www.masschallenge.org
https://northeast.cleantechopen.org/
http://tiescaleup.org/
https://venturewell.org/
http://www.valleyventurementors.org/


PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION

APPLICATION

The MAtCH Program Application can be found at 
www.bfe.admin.ch/match. To calculate your start-up’s TRL, 
download the NYSERDA Readiness Level Calculator Tool.

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. The program is 
competitive.

Questions? Contact Karin Söderström 
- by email (karin.soederstroem[at]bfe.admin.ch) 
- or phone (+41 58 480 8416).

REQUIREMENTS

Cleantech start-ups are considered to be companies that help 
to signi�cantly reduce the use of non-renewable energy and 
natural resources. Application domains include but are not 
limited to renewable energy, energy conservation, storage and 
transmission of energy, alternative fuels, clean drinking water, 
waste water management, waste management, and green 
infrastructure. 

The MAtCH program is open to advanced cleantech start-ups 
with a Technology Readiness Level (TRL) of �ve or higher (see 
illustration below). Start-Ups need to be based in Switzerland or 
Massachusetts, respectively.

1
Basic principles 

observed and reported

2
Technology concept 
and/or application 

formulated

3
Analytical and experi-

mental critical function 
and/or characteristic 

proof of concept

4
Component and/or 

system validation in 
laboratory environment

5
Laboratory/bench scale, 

similar system 
validation in relevant 

environment

6
Engineering scale, 

similar (prototypical) 
system validation in a 
relevant environment

7
Full-scale, similar 

(prototypical) system 
demonstrated in a 

relevant environment

8
Actual system 

completed and 
quali�ed through test 

and demonstration

9
Actual system operated 

over the full range of 
expected conditions.
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http://www.bfe.admin.ch/match
https://portal.nyserda.ny.gov/CORE_Solicitation_Document_Page?documentId=a0lt0000000LfjoAAC
mailto: karin.soederstroem@bfe.admin.ch



