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*Thanks are due to the Alternates Stefan Nowak (REWP), Stephan Renz (WPFF), Rudolf Minder (Geothermal), Peter Jansohn (Paul Scherrer
Institute / GHG) and Christian Minnig (swisstopo / GOT) & all the colleagues working in various annexes of the Implementing Agreements.



The International Energy Agency IEA

Key figures: 

founded in 1974 within the framework of the OECD in response to the 
oil crisis of 1973/74

‒ 16 founding member countries, among them Switzerland
‒ today 29 member countries plus the EU (observer)
‒ Executive Director: Fatih Birol

Mission: The IEA is an autonomous organization which works to 
ensure reliable, affordable and clean energy for its 29 member 
countries and beyond. 

The IEA has four main areas of focus: energy security, economic 
development, environmental awareness and engagement worldwide.



Interfaces with the IEA managed via a 
committee structure

Energy Advisors (ENAD)

Committee on Energy Research and Technology deals with the Energy Technology Network

(CERT, FPCC, EUWP, WPFF, REWP, Experts' Group on R&D Priority Setting & Evaluation, 

Renewable Industry Advisory Board)

Coal Industry Advisory Board (CIAB)

Working Party on Energy Efficiency (EEWP)

Forum for participants in IEA Energy Technology Initiatives (ETIs)

Industry Advisory Board (IAB)

International Low-Carbon Energy Technology Platform

Standing Group on Emergency Questions (SEQ)

Partner Countries in Energy Security (SEQNMC)

Standing Group for Global Energy Dialogue (SGD)

Standing Group on Long-Term Co-operation (SLT)

Standing Group on the Oil Market (SOM)

Focus today!

https://www.iea.org/delegates/cert/
http://www.iea.org/ciab/index.asp
https://www.iea.org/delegates/eewp/
http://www.iea.org/techinitiatives/forum/
https://www.iea.org/delegates/iab/
https://www.iea.org/delegates/technologyplatform/
https://www.iea.org/delegates/seq/
https://www.iea.org/delegates/seqnmc/
https://www.iea.org/delegates/sgd/
https://www.iea.org/delegates/slt/
https://www.iea.org/delegates/som/


The Swiss Federal Office of Energy’s international 
energy (research) policy and the IEA

The Swiss Federal Office of Energy engages in energy research relevant to 
the Swiss Federal Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and 
Communication (DETC).

Results have an impact on the work programs and goals of the Swiss 
Federal Office of Energy

- need to be policy-relevant results (and not policy-prescriptive)

- and may cover the entire spectrum from fundamental to market-
oriented research development, as well as piloting and demonstration 
of energy technology

- Key are the Implementing Agreements (IA)

Switzerland is campaigning in favor of a global energy policy that is co-
determined to a significant extent by multilateral bodies such as the 
International Energy Agency (IEA)
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20 Implementing Agreements with SFOE participation

Delegate

Advanced Fuel Cells Oberholzer 

Advanced Motor Fuels Hermle

Bioenergy Hermle

Demand Side Management Bareit 

Energy Efficient End-Use Equipment Moser

Emissions Reduction in Combustion Hermle

Energy in Buildings and Communities Eckmanns

Energy Technology Systems Analysis Program

Gas and Oil Technologies Siddiqi

Geothermal Energy Research and Technology Siddiqi

Greenhouse Gas Siddiqi

Heat Pumping Technologies Pulfer (Renz)

High-Temperature Super Conductivity on the Electric Power Sector Moser

Hybrid and Electric Vehicles Pulfer  (Muntwyler)

Hydrogen Oberholzer

International Smart Grid Action Network Moser

Photovoltaic Power Systems Oberholzer  (Nowak)

Solar Heating and Cooling Systems Eckmanns

Solar-PACES Oberholzer (Meier)

Wind Energy Systems Maus

chair, vice-chair



Other Implementing Agreements of the IEA

Delegate

Implementing Agreements

Advanced Materials for Transportation

Climate Technology Initiative

District Heating and Cooling

Energy Storage

Enhanced Oil Recovery

Fluidized Bed Conversion

Hydropower

Industrial Technologies and Systems under discussion

Ocean

Renewables Energy Technology Deployment under discussion

Implementing Agreements related to nuclear energy

Environment, Safety & Economy

Fusion Materials CH: SBFI

Nuclear Technology Fusion Reactors

Plasma Wall Interaction

Reversed Field Pinches

Spherical Tori

Stellarator-Heliotron

Tokamaks



Policy relevant output 
of an Implementing Agreement
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It’s a bargain!

Member fees Implementing Agreements 250’000 CHF

Annexes 350’000 CHF

Operating Agents, Chair/Vice-Chair 200’000 CHF

Own cost SFOE (Human resources, travel) 350’000 CHF

TOTAL 1’150’000 CHF



Thanks for your attention!

For more information on 

CERT – ask Rolf Schmitz

EUWP – ask Michael Moser 

REWP & WPFF – ask Gunter Siddiqi


