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Overview of licensing procedure for new nuclear power plants in accordance with the Swiss Federal Nuclear Energy Act 

 

- Safety assessments (esp. by the ENSI) 

- Consultation between cantons and federal 
authorities (3 months)  

- Presentation for public inspection (3 months) 

- Objections (anyone, 3 months) 

- Involvement of cantons and neighbouring 
countries in preparation of Federal Council 
decision 

- Decision by Federal Council 

- Decision by Parliament 

- Optional referendum 

- Safety assessments (esp. by the ENSI) 

- Publication presentation of plans 

- Objections  
- [possible submission of petitions: appeals 

against decisions by DETEC may be lodged 
with the Fed. Admin. Court (and Fed. 
Supreme Court as final instance)]    

- Decision by DETEC 

- Appeals to:  
• Federal Administrative Court 

• Federal Supreme Court 

- [possible refusal of postponement effect of 
appeal?] 

 

C
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 

- Safety assessments (esp. by the ENSI) 

- Publication presentation of plans 

- Objections 

- [possible submission of petitions: appeals 
against decisions by DETEC may be 
lodged with the Fed. Admin. Court (and 
Fed. Supreme Court as final instance)]    

- Decision by DETEC 

- Appeals to:  
• Federal Administrative Court 

• Federal Supreme Court 

- [possible refusal of postponement effect 
of appeal?] 

 

Approx. 4 to 5 years (with 3 pending applications) Approx. 4 years approx. 4 to 6 
years 

approx. 4 years 

 

 

Operating licence 

2008 Approx. 2013 Approx. 2025-27  Approx. 2017 

Construction 

licence 

Approx. 2021-23 

Application for general 
licence 

Application for 
construction licence 

Application for operating 
licence 

General licence 


